
I chose to major in biological sciences 

with an emphasis in biomedical science 

because I have always had an interest in the 

health sciences. Careers in this field allow one 

to provide care while also learning to keep 

up with the evolving medical studies. I love 

helping people and seeing the impact I can 

make on others; therefore, I plan to pursue a 

career as a physician assistant. 

Scholarships are a huge part of a successful 

college journey. Sometimes they are the factor 

that decides whether a student is able to 

pursue higher education, and I am so humbled 

to receive support from many generous 

donors. Thank you for supporting me!
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The mission of The University of Southern Mississippi Foundation is to build 
relationships with alumni and friends in order to secure private funds and 

other resources for the benefit of The University of Southern Mississippi. As 
a nonprofit organization, the Foundation receives, invests and distributes 

private gifts in support of the University’s mission. The Foundation provides 
service to our donors, our University and our community by encouraging 

commitment and investment in the future of the University. 

Leah Cantrelle
Hometown: Biloxi, Mississippi

Undergraduate Student in Biological Sciences

Recipient of the Joy and Lamar Gillespie 
Premedical Scholarship Endowment

Campus Involvement 

President of the Kappa Sigma Chapter of Alpha 
Chi Omega, Feature Twirler in The Pride of 
Mississippi Marching Band, Honors College, 
Alpha Epsilon Delta, Order of Omega and Tri Beta

Our students’ success, academic excellence and research 

discoveries are the results of the dedication, commitment and 

philanthropy of our Southern Miss community of donors.
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The USM Foundation administers a variety  

of scholarships for eligible students through the

GOLDEN OPPORTUNITIES (GO) SCHOLARSHIP AND 
COMPETITIVE PROGRAMS APPLICATION SYSTEM.

Students can easily search, review requirements, apply and  

accept awards for available scholarship opportunities.

2,558 
SCHOLARSHIPS  

were awarded to Southern Miss 
students, totaling over 

$4.9 MILLION.

$18 MILLION 
CONTRIBUTED THROUGH 

THE FOUNDATION, 
including 

$14.9 MILLION  
in outright gifts  
and pledges and

$3.1 MILLION  
in planned gift 
commitments

THE USM FOUNDATION PROVIDED NEARLY

$8.7 MILLION 
IN SUPPORT TO THE UNIVERSITY.

    Academic Divisions

    Faculty and Staff Support

    Financial  Aid

    Libraries

    Operation and Maintenance of Plant

    Other Restricted Purposes

    Research

    Unrestricted
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